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PREFACE
Outlines and study series are nothing new. Many have appeared; and many have vanished because of their lack of usability. The outlines on "The New Testament Church" that appear on the following pages of this book are the results of careful and prayerful study with the purpose in mind to develop a series of lessons that would be practical and usable. They are offered in the hope that others will find them such a work.

In many of the lesson helps which have been so widely relied upon in the past there is not the close use and dependence upon the Bible itself that there should be in such work. Instead of having the tendency to familiarize the student with the texts of the Bible itself there is the inclination to rely entirely upon the lesson helps and they are frequently studied without recourse to the scriptures themselves. The lessons in this series have been arranged with this need in mind and the student or teacher will find it impossible either to prepare or recite the lessons taught by these outlines without going to the Bible to search out the truths and passages that teach the lessons implied. It is a firm conviction that such should be the case and that all times the Bible itself should be the text and our reliance placed entirely upon it. This book of outlines should serve as but a work or guide book with the Bible as the text.

The Churches of Christ have steadily progressed in spite of ridicule and opposition until they have reached a plane of dignity and respectability in the world. They are now confronted with the danger of accepting their place among the religious bodies of the world and becoming merely ANOTHER DENOMINATION. It is quite commonly a subject of discussion that there is but little dif​ference between the Church of Christ and other religious bodies. The purpose, prayer and aim in the preparation and development of these lessons has been to make the distinctive position occupied by the Church of Christ outstanding and easily discernible. Mem​bers, both young and old, need to know the difference between the Church and denominationalism. Indoctrination along this line is im​perative if the members of the Churches of Christ are to remain "a people for God's own possession." (I Pet. 2:9.)

It is, of course, impossible to work over and refine such a series of lessons thoroughly enough to eliminate all the mistakes either in material or form. These lessons have been taught both by the author and others and many errors eliminated by their use. As they are used further other mistakes will be discovered. Teachers using these outlines are asked to watch for errors and call them to the attention of the publishers that they may be avoided in succeeding issues.

It is with the earnest hope and fervent prayer that they may help in the spreading "through the Church of the manifold wisdom of God" (Eph. 3:10) that these lessons and outlines on "The New Testament Church" are introduced.


THE AUTHOR


R. E. C.     


SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHER AND STUDENT
Let the Bible be your text and these outlines serve only as a guide in the study of the Bible. Supply yourself with a good Bible.

Keep your Bible at hand not only during the study and prepara​tion of these lessons but also in the recitation period.

Make it a point to cover one lesson each class period. There are fifty‑two outlines, one for each week of the year, and in a class that meets weekly, better results will be obtained if too much time is not spent on any one point but the lesson studied as a whole. Many of the questions that arise for discussion during recitation will be dealt with in subsequent lessons or a subsequent part of the same lesson. General discussion can best be invited after the lesson is first covered entirely.

The lessons are not burdened with questions for discussion. It has been an aim of this work to avoid stereotyped recitation. The questions that follow the lessons are for the purpose of helping to prepare the lesson as much as for class discussion.

If the teacher will urge the students to bring their Bibles to class and during the class period will have the passages which are cited read aloud, the best impressions will be made and the lesson will proceed more easily. Too, this will do much toward familiarizing the student with the text of the Bible, which today is very much needed. Many of the passages cited can be assigned at the beginning of the lesson and looked up before hand and then at the proper time used to establish and emphasize the point at hand.

The greatest advantage will come from the emphasizing of what the Bible says on the point rather than permitting a free ex​pression of opinions with reference to it.

PART FIRST

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH
INTRODUCTION ( Many descriptive phrases are applied to the Church in the New Testament scriptures. These phrases give emphasis to various features of the Church and set forth its nature. The first six lessons of this series concern these descriptive phrases applied to the Church and therefore constitute a study of The Nature of the Church. They should be studied with this idea in mind.

LESSON I
THE CALLED OUT BODY

LESSON II
THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD

LESSON III
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

LESSON IV
THE BODY OF CHRIST

LESSON V
THE TEMPLE OF GOD

LESSON VI
THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD
LESSON I

THE CALLED OUT BODY
INTRODUCTION ( Many descriptive phrases are applied to the Church in New Testament scriptures. These phrases give emphasis to various features of the Church and set forth its nature. The first six lessons of this series concern these descriptive phrases applied to the Church and therefore constitute a study of The Nature of the Church. They should be studied with this idea in mind.

I. The Meaning of the Term, Church:
1.
Derived from "kuriakos" meaning "of or belonging to the Lord."

2.
Translation of Greek term "ekklesia" ( the actual term used by Jesus and apostles in New Testament.

3.
Literal meaning of term "To Call Out."

4.
The Church then in New Testament Scriptures means "A Called Out Body of People."

5.
Word "Church" used in two senses in the New Testament

(1)
Referring to all those called out of the world into God's service ( universally. (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 5:23-25).

(2)
Referring to all those "Called Out" into God's service in any definite locality. (I Cor. 1:2; I Thess. 1:1).

II. The Nature of This Calling:
1.
Called of God ( a divine calling (I Pet. 5:10; I Cor. 7:15; II Tim. 1:7‑9).

2.
Called into fellowship and peace of Christ ( Into one Body (I Cor. 1:9; Col. 3:15).

3.
Called to be children of God (Rom. 9:25‑26; I John. 3:1).

4.
Called to be Saints (I Cor. 1:2; Rom. 1:7).

5.
A Holy Calling (I Thess. 4:7; II Tim. 1:9; I Pet. 1:15).

6.
A Heavenly Calling (Heb. 3:1).

III. How We Are Called:
1.
Made possible by suffering of Christ (I Pet. 2:21).

2.
Out of Darkness (I Pet. 2:9).

3.
By the Gospel of Christ (II Thess. 2:13‑14).

IV. The Hope of This Calling:
1.
That we may be worthy (II Thess. 1:11‑12; Eph. 4:1‑3).

2.
To inherit a blessing (I Pet. 3:9).

3.
Unto perfection (Phil. 3:13‑16).

4.
Make our calling and election sure (II Pet. 1:10).

Questions for Discussion:
1.
What is the meaning of the word "church" as it is used in the New Testament Scriptures?

2.
In what two senses is it used?

3.
Into whose service are we called?

4.
What relationship with God is established as a result of our being called?

5.
What character does this calling demand?

6.
Through what medium are we called? (1) Direct operation of the Holy Spirit; (2) Prayer or (3) Preaching the Gospel?

7.
What is the ultimate hope of our calling?


LESSON II

"THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD"
I. The Family Feature of the Church:
1.
The word "house" used to designate families (Acts 10:2: Heb. 11:7; Lk. 1:27).

2.
Church referred to as House of God meaning Family of God (I Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:6; Eph. 2:19; 3:15).

II. Salient Features of God's Family ( the Church:
1.
God is the Father (Eph. 3:14; 4:6; Matt. 23:9; I Cor. 8:6).

2.
Christ, a son over the House of God (Heb. 3:6); Christians his brethren (Heb. 2:12; Matt. 23:8; 25:40).

3.
All Christians are children of God:

(1)
Sons and Heirs (Rom. 8:15‑16; Gal. 4:7); In Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26).

(2)
Children of God ( Children of Devil (I Jno. 3:10).

(3)
"Church of God the Father" (I Thess. 1:1).

(4)
Conclusion:

a.
All of God's children are in God's Family.

b.
God's Family is the Church.

c.
Therefore all of God's Children are in the Church

III. Blessedness of This Relationship:
1.
Approach to God as Father (Matt. 6:6‑9; Eph. 3:14).

2.
Christ our Great High Priest and advocate to plead our cause (Heb. 4:11; 10:21; I Jno. 2:1).

3.
Holy Spirit to lead and guide us (Rom. 8:14).

(1)
Receive Holy Spirit because we are sons (Gal. 4:6).

(2)
To walk by Spirit (Gal. 5:16).

(3)
Spirit is the Truth (Jno. 1:17; I Jno. 5:7).

4.
God's Fatherly Provision (Rom. 8:32; Jas. 1:17; Matt. 6:8; 6:33‑34; 7:7‑11).

5.
God's Fatherly Correction (Heb. 12:4‑11).

6.
God's Fatherly Protection (Phil. 4:5‑7; I Cor. 10:12‑13).

7.
God's ever present Love (I Jno. 3:1; Rom. 8:38‑39).

8.
Heir of God (Rom. 8:17; Gal. 3:29; I Pet. 1:3‑5).

IV. This Relationship Demands:
1.
Separation from world (II Cor. 6:17‑18; 7:1; I Jno. 2:15‑16).

2.
Obedient as Children (I Jno. 3:10; I Pet. 1:14; Eph. 5:6; Rom. 8:12‑17) ; Walk not after flesh (I Jno. 1:6‑7).

3.
Wear family name (Acts 4:11‑12; 11:26; I Pet. 4:15‑16; Col. 3:17).

4.
Love our Brethren (I Jno. 4:7, 20‑21; 3:13‑19).

V. How We Become Children of God:
1.
By being born again (Jno. 3:3‑5).

2.
By Faith and Baptism (Gal. 3:26‑27).

3.
By Obedience to God's word (I Pet. 1:22‑23).

Questions for Discussion:
1.
If the Church is God's family, how many churches does God have?

2.
How many of God's children are in the Church?

3.
What blessings are available to God's children?

4.
How do we become children of God?

5.
As children of God, how must we treat one another?

6.
What position in God's family is accorded to Christ?

7.
What is demanded of God's children?

8.
Can a child of God be finally disinherited? (I Pet. 1:3‑5).


LESSON III

THE KINGDOM OF GOD
I. In Government God's Church is a Kingdom:
1.
Kingdom preached at hand (Matt. 3:2; Mk. 1:14‑15).

2.
Parables set forth Church as Kingdom (Matt. 13:24, 44-45, 47).

3.
Apostles given authority in Kingdom (Matt. 16:18‑19; 19:28).

4.
People alive in time of Christ were to witness coming of Kingdom (Mk. 9:1; Lk. 9:27; 12:31‑32).

5.
A Spiritual Kingdom ( not earthly (Jno. 18:36; Rom. 14:17; I Cor. 4:20; Lk. 17:20‑21).

6.
After day of Pentecost and coming of Holy Spirit, King​dom spoken of as in existence (Acts 8:12; 20:25; 28:23, 31; Col. 1:13; I Thess. 2:12).

7.
In coming unto the Church we receive the Kingdom (Heb. 12:22‑28).

8.
Lord's Supper is in Kingdom (Lk. 22:16‑18; 29‑30).

II. Christ as King:
1.
By his own teaching and acknowledgment (Luke 23:1‑3; Jno. 18:37).

2.
He conquered in becoming King (Heb. 2:9, 14‑15; Rev. 1:18; I Jno. 3:8; Matt. 12:24‑29; Lk. 11:17‑22; 10:17‑19).

3.
His territory (Lk. 4:5‑8). Wrested from Satan (Matt. 28: 18‑20; Rev. 1:5‑9).

4.
His authority and throne (Lk. 1:32‑33; Eph. 1:18‑23; I Tim. 6:15; I Pet. 3:22).

5.
His law (Jno. 12:48; 1:17; 17:8; I Cor. 9:21; I Jno. 4:6).

III. Essentials of Citizenship in God's Kingdom:
1.
Enter by new birth (Jno. 3:5; Acts 2:36‑41).

2.
Must do God's will (Matt. 7:21).

3.
Center affections on Heavenly things (Phil. 3:12‑15; Col. 3:1‑4).

4.
Greatness in Kingdom measured by service rendered (Matt. 20:20‑28).

5.
Must be united (Luke 11:17).

6.
Requires sacrifice (Mark 10:23‑31).

7.
Receive as little child (Mark 10:15).

IV. The Final Picture (Matt. 13:36‑43; 25:31‑46; II Thess. 1:7‑8, 10).

Questions for Discussion:
1.
What feature of the Church is emphasized in the fact that it is a Kingdom?

2.
What is the nature of this form of government?

3.
Who is the King? How did he become King?

4.
How complete is his power and authority?

5.
How do we become citizens of Christ's Kingdom?

6.
When did Christ become King? (Eph. 1:18‑19).

7.
What is the law in Christ's Kingdom?

8.
Whose authority must be recognized exclusively in the Kingdom of Christ?

9.
What are some of the obligations of citizenship?

10.
How is success in the Kingdom measured?

11.
What of those in the Kingdom that give offense?

12.
Is the Kingdom of Christ spiritual or earthly? (Jno. 18:36):

13.
How extensive is Christ's dominion now? (Rev. 1:5; I Pet. 3:22; Eph. 1:20‑23).


LESSON IV

THE BODY OF CHRIST
I. The Church is Called the Body of Christ:
Clearly emphasizing our relationship to Christ and to Fellow Christians.

1.
The Church is His Body (Eph. 1:23).

2.
The Body is the Church (Col. 1:18, 24).

II. The New Testament Teaches That There is One Body. This Figure Emphasizes the Singularity of the Church:
1.
Many members ( one body (Rom. 12:4‑5); But one body (I Cor. 12:20).

2.
Jew and Gentile reconciled in one body (Eph. 2:16).

3.
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, ONE BODY (Eph. 4:4‑5).

Conclusion: If there is but one Spiritual Body of Christ and that is the Church ( How many Churches of Christ are there?

III. Christ is the Head of His Spiritual Body ( The Church (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:23).
1.
His dominion over the Church is complete ( "Head over all things to the church which is his body" (Eph. 1:23).

2.
Just as the members of one's physical body must be sub​ject to his mind ( so we must be subject to Christ in everything as members of His body (Eph. 5:24).

(1)
What the head commands we can and must do.

(2)
What he does not command and teach we must not do (II Jno. 9).

3.
From the head comes the impulses that strengthen and move the members of the Body in the performance of their work (Eph. 4:15‑16).

IV. Christians are members of the Body of Christ:
1.
Relationship to Christ as head ( complete subjection.

2.
Relationship to Fellow Christians as members ( one of com​plete union and harmony.

(1)
Every joint supplying his part makes the body strong (Eph. 4:16).

(2)
Many members united in one body (Rom. 12:4‑5; I Cor. 12:12‑20).

(3)
Each member has his work to perform (I Cor. 12:14‑19).

(4)
Each member is equally important (I Cor. 12:21‑23).

(5)
Must be no schism or discord among the members (I Cor. 12:24‑25).

(6)
Sympathetic interest and mutual care for each other (I Cor. 12:25‑27).

(7)
Bound together as one body in Christ by ties of fellowship (I Cor. 10:17).

V. Importance of Being Members of the Body:
1.
The Body is made up of the saved (Eph. 5:23).

2.
Called unto the peace of Christ in one body (Col. 3:15).

3.
Cannot be subject to the head and united with Christ without being a member of the Body ( compare with the physical body.

4.
Reconciled to God in the Body (Eph. 2:16).

5.
Fulness of Christ is in the Body (Eph. 1:23; Eph. 1:3).

6.
Become members of the Body by obeying the commands of Christ (I Cor. 12:13; Acts 2:41).

Questions for discussion:
1. What is the Spiritual Body of Christ?

2. Who are its members? How do we become such?

3. Can a man, who is not a member, be obedient and subject to Christ?

4. How complete is the authority of Christ over His body?

5. What are some of the obligations of its members?

6. How many bodies does Christ have?

7. What relationships are emphasized in this picture of the Church?

8. How is the body as a whole to be built up?

9. Where is reconciliation made possible?

10. Can salvation and spiritual blessings be enjoyed outside of the Body of Christ?


LESSON V

THE TEMPLE OF GOD
I. A Place Where God Meets Those Who Worship Him:
1.
In the Old Testament:

(1)
In the Tabernacle (Ex. 25:8‑9; Lev. 26:11‑12; Deut. 12:5; 16:2‑6).

(2)
In the Temple built by Solomon (II Chron. 7:12‑16).

(3)
God's name is recorded there (Ex. 20:24).

2.
In the New Testament (Matt. 18:20; Rev. 2:13; 3:8; Col 3:17; Acts 15:17; Eph. 3:14‑15); God's name is recorded in the Church.

II. A Spiritual Building in Which the Spirit of God Dwells:
(I Cor. 3:9; 16‑17; Eph. 2:19‑22).

III. Must Be Built According to God's Plan:

1.
God's plan (I Chron. 28:10‑19; Ex. 25:40; Heb. 8:1‑5; I Cor. 3:10‑15; Psalms 127:1).

2.
God's plan for the New Testament Church is found in the New Testament Scriptures.

IV. Christ and Apostles are the Foundation:
(Isaiah 28:16‑17; I Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20).

V. Christians the Stones Built Together Into the Temple of God:
(Eph. 2:19‑22; I Pet. 2:5, 6, 9‑10).

1.
Unbelievers and disobedient cannot be stones (I Pet. 2:7‑8).

2.
The strength of the building depends upon stones being securely cemented and built together in peace and love (Eph. 2:21‑22; Eph. 4:1‑3, 16).

Questions for discussion:
1.
What is God's Temple in the world today?

2.
Where has God's name been recorded today?

3.
Where must the people of God come today to worship?

4.
What kind of building is the Temple of God today?

5.
Who inhabits God's Temple?

6.
Who are the stones in God's Temple?

7.
How does one become a stone in the Temple?

8.
Can one be a stone in God's Temple without being a Christ​ian?

9.
Can one be a stone in God's Temple without being a mem​ber of the Church?

10.
Where can the plan of God's Temple be found?

11.
Is it important that God's plan should be followed in the building of His Temple today?

12.
Upon what does the strength of the Temple depend?

13.
Can acceptable sacrifices and worship be offered elsewhere than in the Temple?

14.
What feature of the Church is emphasized in this figure?


LESSON VI

THE VINEYARD OF THE LORD
I. Sowing the Seed (Matt. 13:3‑9); Parable of the Sower:

(Matt. 13:18‑23); Parable of Sower Explained:

1.
The Church is the sowing agency today (Phil. 1:4‑5; 2:15‑16; I Thess. 1:8; I Tim. 3:15).

2.
The Gospel is the seed (Luke 8:11).

3.
The Seed must not be mixed (Deut. 22:9); corrupted with doc​trines and command​ments of men (Matt. 15:8; Col. 2:20, 23).

II. Laborers in Vineyard:
1.
Matt. 21:28‑31.

(1)
Divine call ( "Go work"

(2)
Divine relationship ( "Son"

(3)
Divine time ( "Today"

(4)
Divine place ( "In my Vineyard"

2.
Matt. 20:1‑16.

(1)
Hiring more laborers.

(2)
Went out early in the morning and all through the day ( diligence and zeal.

(3)
Why there were eleventh hour idlers ( "because no man hath hired us." Can this be said of us?

3.
Matt. 21:33‑46.

(1)
God's wrath upon the Jew for abusing His gracious provisions (Matt. 21:41‑44).

(2)
We must be faithful (I Cor. 4:1‑2; II Cor. 4:1‑2).

III. The Place of Labor :
1.
In the Vineyard:

(1)
The wisdom of God is made known through the Church (Eph. 3:10‑11).

2.
Glorify God in the Church (Eph. 3:21).

IV. Fruit to be Borne for God (Jno 15:8; Rom. 7:4).

1.
Rom. 11:20‑23. To stand by faith or faithfulness.

2.
Matt. 21:18‑19. The curse of being unfaithful (Jno. 15:2, 6).

3. How?

(1)
Brotherly love (Jno. 15:12).

(2)
Caring for poor (Rom. 15:26‑28).

(3)
Every good work (Col. 1:10).

(4)
Fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 22‑23).

(5)
Abiding in Christ (Jno. 15:5‑7).

(6)
Contributing (Phil. 4:15‑17).

(7)
Christian growth (I Pet. 2:1‑2).

(8)
Hiring laborers into the vineyard (Matt. 20:1‑9; Jno. 4:35-38; Luke 10:2).

V. The Reward at the End of the Day (Matt. 20:8; II Tim. 4:6‑8; I Pet. 1:3‑5, 9; Rev. 2:10).

Questions for Discussion:
1.
Who are laborers in God's vineyard today (Matt. 21:28)?

2.
Is there any other field of labor in which we may glorify God?

3.
How diligent ought we to be in the Lord's vineyard?

4.
Why are not many people laboring in the Lord's vineyard (Matt. 20:7)?

5.
How may fruit be borne?

6.
When shall we receive the reward of our labors?

7.
What is the seed that is to be planted in the vineyard?

8.
What if this seed is mixed with human teaching?

9.
Upon what divine relationship does service in the vineyard depend (Matt. 21:28‑31)?

10.
What feature of the Church does this figure emphasize?

